
THE COMPTROLLER OENIRAL 
O F  T H e  U N I T E D  STATlE I  s^)s.~ 
W A S H I N G T O N .  0 .  C .  2 0 5 4 8  

DATE: October 3, 1983 
MATTER OF: CompuServe, Inc .  

DIGEST: 

P r o t e s t  o f  s o l i c i t a t i o n  i s s u e d  by t h e  Pens ion  
B e n e f i t  Guaranty  C o r p o r a t i o n  w i l l  n o t  be con- 
s i d e r e d  by t h e  G e n e r a l  Account ing O f f i c e  
s i n c e  t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n  is a who l ly  owned 
government c o r p o r a t i o n  and h a s  broad au tho r -  
i t y  t o  d e t e r m i n e  c h a r a c t e r  and manner of i t s  
expend i t u r e s .  

CompuServe, I n c .  protests a s  unduly  r e s t r i c t i v e  c e r t a i n  
r e q u i r e m e n t s  of s o l i c i t a t i o n  N o .  83-17, i s s u e d  by t h e  Pen- 
s i o n  B e n e f i t  Guaran ty  C o r p o r a t i o n .  
e r a t i o n  of t h e  protest .  

W e  m u s t  d e c l i n e  c o n s i d -  

The c o r p o r a t i o n  is d e f i n e d  i n  t h e  Government Corpo- 
r a t i o n  C o n t r o l  A c t ,  31 U.S.C.A. S 9101 (West 1983)  ( f o r m e r l y  
3 1  U.S.C. S 846 ( 1 9 7 6 ) ) ,  a s  a whol ly  owned government cor- 
p o r a t i o n .  The c o r p o r a t i o n  is a u t h o r i z e d  by s t a t u t e ,  33 
U.S.C. S 9 8 4 ( a ) ( 9 )  ( 1 9 7 6 )  to: 

. . . d e t e r m i n e  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  and t h e  
n e c e s s i t y  f o r  i t s  o b l i g a t i o n s  and expend- 
i t u r e s  and t h e  manner i n  which t h e y  s h a l l  be 
i n c u r r e d ,  a l lowed  and p a i d ,  s u b j e c t  to pro- 
v i s i o n s  o f  l a w  s p e c i f i c a l l y  a p p l i c a b l e  to  
Government c o r p o r a t i o n s  . . . ." 

n 

T h i s  b road  d i s c r e t i o n a r y  a u t h o r i t y  is s imilar  t o  t h a t  found 
i n  many government c o r p o r a t i o n s .  

O u r  b i d  p r o t e s t  a u t h o r i t y  is p r e d i c a t e d  on our  a u t h o r -  
i t y  t o  t a k e  e x c e p t i o n  t o  t h e  a c c o u n t s  of f e d e r a l  o f f i c e r s .  
I n  view of t h e  broad  a u t h o r i t y  g i v e n  government corpo- 
r a t i o n s  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e i r  e x p e n d i t u r e s ,  w e  have 
c o n s i s t e n t l y  d e c l i n e d  t o  c o n s i d e r  p r o t e s t s  i n v o l v i n g  t h e i r  
p rocurements .  - See, -- e.%.-, I n g e r s o l l  - Rand Company, -- B-190275, 
October 1 2 ,  1977,  77-2 C P D  289; Kenner ly  Associates, I n c . ,  
B-194274.2, May 8 ,  1979,  79-1 CPD 320. 

T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  p ro tes t  is d i s m i s s e d .  
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Har ry  
Ac t ing  G e n e r a l  Counsel  




